
Reading the news can be a source of inspira-
tion and sometimes even an enlightening ex-
perience. For instance a recent news flash 
from Spain, about a bull that jumped 10 yards 
into the audience of a Spanish bullring injur-
ing 40 people, curiously made me think that 
life, in a way, is like a bullfight, a òcorrida de 
torosó.  Many times we know how dangerous 
or harmful some things may be to us, yet, we 
keep doing them or we resolve to enjoy them 
from the audience, with the illusion of safety. 

Getting involved in something however, even from a distance, still counts as participation 
and inherits all the risks associated. Even if we openly avoid doing certain things that we 
might consider inappropriate on a superficial moral level, we still take pleasure, admittedly 
or not, in the decadent show of our society. We have the option to withdraw from it com-
pletely at anytime if we want to, but many times we prefer to settle with a platonic voyeur-
istic attitude. We do not play the òmatadoró but we still care for a bloody bullfight. 

With this outlook we allow to pass by us many things that we should not be part of, dis-
missing them as items that are beyond our scope of authority and continue to observe them 
with a guilty, distant involvement. The Scripture however bluntly contradicts this attitude: 
òBut I say to you, that whoever looks on a woman to lust after her has committed adultery with her 
already in his heart.ó (Mt 5:28) 

If we are serious in our rejection of sin we should also stop endorsing it, òno one cannot serve 
two masters.ó (Mt 6:24) If you donõt like a bullfight why are you even buying a ticket in the 
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After a delayed start, the construction of our new addition has begun moving along very 
quickly.  Because of the late start, the interior may not be completely finished but we will 
still have our grand opening on Sept. 12th.   As a reminder, please keep an eye on the chil-
dren when they are outside after liturgy. 

By now, you should have received your invitation to our Sept. 11th 30th anniversary dinner.  
We have a wonderful evening planned and want everyone to share this momentous occa-
sion in the life of our Parish.   Make your reservations today for an evening of celebration 
and recollections of the past 30 years and our expectations and hopes for the future of St. 

(Continued on page 2) 

ST . JOHN  THE BAPTIST 

GREEK O RTHODOX  CHURCH  

T HE FORERUNNER 
SEPTEMBER 2010 VOLUME XXVI NUMBER 9  



Johnõs. With all the construc-
tion and Sept. 11th and 12th 
celebration plans, we must 
not forget that the festival is 
rapidly approaching.  The 
pastry preparations have be-
gun and will continue up to 
the festival itself.  Please give 
whatever time you can to 
help and donõt forget to sign 
up to help during the festival 
itself.  It takes a lot of hands 

(Continued from page  1) to prepare for the festival and 
we need everyoneõs help. 

It was brought to my atten-
tion that during liturgy there 
are children in the nursery 
without adult supervision.  
The nursery was established 
for children under Sunday 
School age to be supervised 
by parents on a rotating basis.  
Any other children should be 
in church during liturgy.  If 
there is a need for the nurs-

ery, Youth Ministries will 
address the situation and set 
up a schedule so that there is 
an adult present at all times. 

Lastly, I hope everyone is 
enjoying the new format of 
the Forerunner.  Fr. Vasile 
has done a great job on im-
proving the concept and new 
design. 

Barbara Vittas 

Parish President 

weekend, including the Parish's 
30th Anniversary. We hope all 
of our fellow parishioners will 
make plans to attend the events 
of Sept. 11th and 12th including 
the Anniversary Dinner Dance 
on Saturday evening and Hier-
archal Liturgy On Sunday fol-
lowed immediately by the 
ground breaking ceremony and a 
luncheon.  The theme of the 
weekend will be "Honoring our 
Past - Celebrating our Future", 
what could be more appropri-
ate?  His Eminence Metropolitan 
Isaiah will preside and it would 
be most appropriate to demon-
strate Parish support in his pres-
ence and to Father Vasile, who 
has been a driving force in mak-
ing this possible. 

Following ground breaking 
weekend, the CCC and BC will 
begin working closely together 
to determine feasibility and plans 

 There has been only a modest 
change in pledge and payment 
amounts since last month, we 
are still at about $1.6 million 
pledged commitments and over 
$500,000 in cash payments on 
those pledges, all of which is 
safely and securely invested in 
short term bank CDs distributed 
among banks to remain within 
deposit insurance limits.  

The fact there have been very 
few additional commitments 
since formal completion of the 
Capital Campaign early this year 
is not of great concern at the 
moment. We have a historic 
groundbreaking date approach-
ing and that is what both the 
CCC and the Building Commit-
tee are focused on for the time 
being. The BC is focusing on 
completion of the new Paulos 
Center Addition and the CCC is 
focused on the activities of that 

for an initial stage of church 
construction.  The Council will 
keep every one informed, but if 
you want to be involved in these 
financial and construction plan-
ning activities please feel free to 
contact Fr. Vasile, Joe Sullivan, 
George Vittas or any member of 
the CCC. 

Also, if you haven't already made 
a capital campaign commitment, 
wouldn't the coming events be a 
perfect time?  

We need the support of every 
parishioner. 

Sincerely, Your capital campaign 
committee,George Vittas, 
Dr.Chris Yiantsou, Paun Peters, 
Nancy Medvic,  Margaret  Cho-
kas,  Louie Papaliodis 

 

COUNCIL  CAPSULE  

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  COMMITTEE REPORT 

FINANCIAL  REPORT YTD THRU  7/31/10 

PLEASE REMEMBER 

TO  SAVE THE 

DATE TO  

ATTEND  OUR  

30 TH  

ANNIVERSARY 

DINNER   

SEPTEMBER 11-12 

PAGE 2 T HE FORERUNNER 

     2009           2010      Budget 

Stewardship     79,812         76,192     103,341  

Total Income   123,139       114,037   122,703 

Expense           116,150       114,742   107,758  

Variance    6,989         (705.00)    14,240 



arena? Of course you are safe 
in the upper stalls, but you 
are still on the inside, sup-
porting, rooting for the fight 
and secretly hoping for blood. 

Why are we then surprised 
when things go bad and we 
get hurt? The moment we 
chose to take on a risk we also 
took on the possibility of get-
ting injured.  You donõt have 
to dodge a bull dressed in 
some crazy costume to get 
hurt; one can get hurt even in 
the stands, as we just saw. 

We canõt keep playing with 
sin and hope for the best. The 
root of sin, which is the guilty 
thought, has to be eradicated. 
òO daughter of Babylon, [é] 
happy shall he be, that takes and 
dashes your little ones against the 
stonesó (Ps 136: 8). The òlittle 
onesó are the thoughts that 
grow in our minds, torment-
ing and pushing us to do or 
worry about things that we 
should not. 

(Continued from page 1) Any temptation starts small, 
allowing you to get accus-
tomed to it, and then, when 
you are hooked, devours you 
completely. St. Nicodemus in 
his òUnseen Warfareó talks 
about this work of the devil. 

 "The devil resembles an ant-lion 
since he always begins a man's 
ruin by first casting him into 
small sins, just as an ant is small, 
and then, when the man becomes 
accustomed to such small sins, he 
casts him into greater. So equally 
the devil at first seems as weak 
and small as an ant, and later he 
appears like a powerful giant - a 
great lionó 

Fondling with sin will not do 
anything but decrease our 
sensitivity to its great reper-
cussions. Like in a bullfight 
arena, we buy first a ticket up 
high, playing it safe but the 
more we go the more coura-
geous we get, going foolishly 
lower and lower, until one 
day a ragging bull breaks 
loose and hurts us, right when 
we were thinking that nothing 
bad could ever happen. 

One of the major problems 
we face today is that the 
world around us is loosing the 
concept of sin entirely. The 
psychologists take all blame 
away from us claiming that 
we are conditioned by our 
animal instincts; we have an 
innate predisposition to hunt, 
mate, feed, dominate etc; so 
we are attracted by things that 
fulfill these deep, subcon-
scious desires. This way of 
thinking accounts however 
only our animal side. Man has 
been also blessed with ration-
ality and spirituality, which, 
put to good use, can control 
these instincts and free man 
to pursue his real spiritual 
potential. The simple fact that 
we can do something does not 
mean that we should; all 
things might be lawful, as the 
apostle says, "but not all things 
build up."(1Co 10:23) 

Keeping the bullfighting 
metaphor, man should reflect 
more on Ferdinand, the pow-
erful bull which, totally 
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being executed.  September 
the interior finishes will pro-
gress to ultimately finish out 
the addition.  It is with great 
excitement that we will par-
ticipate as a community in the 
groundbreaking ceremony 
w i t h H i s  E m i n e n c e 
Archbishop Isaiah on Septem-
ber 11th.  Our goal, soon 
after this significant event, 
will be to apply for permits 
and begin construction of the 

Construction activities are 
progressing at a much faster 
pace now that the fire line is 
installed and approved by the 
Fire Marshall and the Phase 1 
Paulos Center Replacement 
Addition foundation is 
poured.  Late August and 
early September will see the 
framing of the addition's 
walls, roof construction, elec-
trical and mechanical systems' 
rough-in and exterior work 

new Church after this year's 
Food Festival, the first 
step being the demolition and 
site clearing of the former 
Paulos Center. If you have 
any questions regarding the 
overall planning schedule of 
the Capital Development 
Program, please do not hesi-
tate to ask me or any member 
of the Building Committee. 

Joe  Sullivan, Chairman 

BUILDING  COMMITTEE REPORT 




